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National News 
 
RUFF Capital Campaign Nears Halfway 
Mark 
 RUFF, or Restoring Upland Forests’ Future, is a 
capital campaign aiming to raise $5 million dollars in 
the next two years. The money will be used to fully 
endow our team of biologists and to reduce overhead by 
purchasing a building for headquarters. 
 To date a total of $2.1 million dollars has been 
raised – placing us just shy of the halfway mark.  
 Make a donation today by calling 1-888-564-
6747, or on our website www.ruffedgrousesociety.org.  
 
Tail Feathers Membership Drive 
Will you be our 2009 Super Recruiter? 
 A new membership recruitment program will 
allow members, and their chapters, to compete for the 
title of Super Recruiter 2009.  
 When you introduce a new member to the 
Ruffed Grouse Society, let us know and we will track 
your credits. Top recruiters will be posted, along with a 
running tally of credits, on our website. We’ll also keep 
you posted of your standing during the course of the 
year. 
Rules: 
 Each member will receive one individual credit, 
and one credit for their chapter every time they sign up 
a new member through the end of 2009. In January, 
2010 a tally will be taken to determine the top 
individual recruiter and the top chapter recruiter.  
 The individual will receive a special edition Tail 
Feather Super Recruiter Grouse Display from 
headquarters, as well as recognition on the website, 
magazine and at their banquet. 
 The chapter with the most credits will get their



chapter name engraved on a plaque to be displayed at headquarters and presented by their 
Regional Director at the 2010 chapter banquet. 
 
To receive credit for the contest you must do one of the following: 

1. Fill out a recruitment form, (which is posted on the website) and send the completed form 
to: Membership Department, 451 McCormick Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108, 

2. Send an email with your new member information to: 
membership@ruffedgrousesociety.org, or 

3. Write your name on the back of the banquet stub, and specify that you are a super 
recruiter. 

 
Note: If you have already signed up new members this year, let us know and you will receive 
credit accordingly.  
 A new member is anyone brand new to the organization, or someone who has not 
renewed their membership in the past 365 days. Any level of new membership/sponsorship 
counts for one credit toward the program. 
 
Contact the Membership Department with questions: 1-888-564-6747.  
 
Minnesota Court Sides with Conservationists in Superior National Forest Lawsuit 
US Forest Service to Proceed with Habitat Management Projects 
 An important legal victory was won recently in a case regarding the Superior National 
Forest (SNF) in northern Minnesota. The Ruffed Grouse Society (RGS) joined with others - 
including Minnesota Forest Industries, Inc., Minnesota Timber Producers Association, All 
Terrain Vehicle Association of Minnesota, Blue Ribbon Coalition, Lake County and the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources - to defend important habitat management projects 
being proposed by the US Forest Service in the area. These projects were part of the recently 
revised Forest Plan.  
 In 2008 the Sierra Club and other preservationists had filed suit to halt the 
implementation of the Forest Plan, on the grounds that the Plan allowed habitat management 
projects adjacent to the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW). They argued that 
these projects would affect the wilderness character of the BWCAW itself, and should be 
prohibited.  
 Last November the United States District Court for the District of Minnesota granted 
RGS its request to appear as amicus curiae in support of the US Forest Service (USFS) and US 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) in their defense against the litigation. 
 Preservationists argued that aspen clear-cutting and other logging – despite the fact that it 
will benefit ruffed grouse, American woodcock and other species of wildlife in the SNF - will 
negatively impact not only the forest itself, but the adjacent BWCAW as well.  
 Speaking on behalf of RGS, attorney Ryan Woody of Hartford, Wisconsin, provided 
arguments to the contrary of the preservationists’ claims. In late January of this year the court 
ruled in favor of the defense on all counts. 
 “The win on the SNF case is important because it involved the newly revised Forest Plan, 
which governs all future management and projects on the SNF for at least the next 15 years. In 
addition, I think the court’s decision is important for future projects, because the court showed its 
respect for the Forest Service’s expertise and reviewed the Plan under a very deferential 
approach … As far as RGS is concerned the newly affirmed plan should provide for important 
opportunities to actively manage forest conditions to improve early successional habitat for 
ruffed grouse and other species,” Woody said. 



 RGS Senior Regional Wildlife Biologist Gary Zimmer agreed with Woody’s assessment, 
adding that “The Court decision supports the many years of planning conducted by the Forest 
Service when it revised the Superior National Forest Plan. After years of delays, it is now time to 
implement that revised Plan in this area.” 
 
Conservation Plan of Alaskan Wildlife Refuge Omits Hunting as Priority Objective 
RGS Disappointed at Absence 
 The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s Draft Revised Comprehensive Conservation Plan and 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge does not list enhancing 
game wildlife habitat and populations or hunting opportunities in the listed goals of the Plan to 
enhance wildlife-oriented recreation.  
 At nearly two million acres in size, the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge - located about 
two and a half hours from Anchorage in south-central Alaska - is characterized by its diverse 
habitats and wildlife. Created in 1941 to protect the Kenai moose, 65 percent of refuge lands are 
designated wilderness. 
 In a letter to US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) Planning Team Leader Rob Campellone, 
Ruffed Grouse Society (RGS) Director of Conservation, Dan Dessecker wrote: “This is 
especially disconcerting given that public comments provided during the development of the 
Draft demonstrate that hunting is tied with hiking as the second most popular form of public 
recreation on the refuge. In addition, this conspicuous absence of hunting from the list of priority 
objectives for the refuge runs counter to clear direction provided by President George W. Bush in 
his Executive Order 13443, the stated purpose of which is to facilitate the expansion of hunting 
opportunities and the management of game species and their habitats.” Dessecker added that if 
implemented, the current Draft will lead to reductions in habitats essential for game wildlife and, 
therefore, hunting opportunities.  
 RGS respectfully urges the US Fish & Wildlife Service to modify and select an 
alternative for implementation that will aid in meeting public expectations for recreation on the 
refuge and help to secure the future of our hunting heritage.  
 
Regional News 
 
 The BANQUET SEASON is here!  I hope everyone is ready to come out of hibernation 
and join your friends at a Ruffed Grouse Society banquet, or two.  We’ll be kicking things off 
with the Burlington, VT, banquet on March 7th, followed by the West Warwick, RI, banquet on 
March 14th.  Then, we have three banquets scheduled in April:  Worcester, MA, on April 4th, 
Augusta, ME, on April 18th, and Western Mass (Hadley) on April 25th.  There are loads of 
exciting new prizes offered and the food and camaraderie cannot be topped.  Most banquet 
committees can also still use help with banquet preparations; please check with the committee 
contacts listed on the banquet flyers (in mail or on the RGS web site) and offer your support. 
 
 The state of Maine is an area that we believe could be better served with more banquets.  
I have talked with or heard from some of you on this topic.  The Ruffed Grouse Society will have 
a presence at three sportsmen shows in Maine during March and April:  Wilton, 20-22 March; 
Presque Isle, 28-29 March; and Augusta, 3-5 April.  Those shows and the Augusta banquet offer 
excellent opportunities for Mainers to come by and give us your thoughts on that subject and tell 
us how you would like to help. 
 
 As I write this newsletter, we are without the services of an RGS biologist in the 
northeastern region.  Paul Karczmarczyk departed in January to return to his Fairbanks, Alaska, 
roots.  We all wish Karz well and thank him for his many accomplishments in New England.  



RGS is currently interviewing candidates for the position.  We have hopes of filling the position 
soon. 
 
 In addition to the banquets cited above, please mark your calendars for the Addieville 
sporting clays shoot in Rhode Island on Sunday the 31st of May. 
 
 I mentioned the state of Maine as a candidate for more banquets earlier, but we are trying 
to offer more banquets throughout New England.  I’ve heard from some of you, but if you have 
an interest in helping to organize a chapter/banquet committee in your area, please contact me. 
 
Boyd Cooke 
New England Regional Director 
rgscooke@comcast.net 
(860) 460-9877 


